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“Today’s impossible prices for oil have finally forced America to ask the essential question: “Where’s the Plan?”

We’re in a situation where every business, every homeowner, every retiree, every local and state government, and every U.S. citizen is being forced to live under ‘crisis planning’ – which is a recipe for failure.

To become an energy independent nation, the first step we must take together is to develop a plan – not behind closed doors – but right here in the open.  So, let’s stop pointing fingers and start joining hands.  After all, we really are all in this together.

Let’s begin by agreeing that a successful energy plan must include these three elements:

1) Drill for new oil in America, and any such oil obtained from within our territorial waters and national lands should be sold to Americans first.  My Oil for Americans Act guarantees we do just that;

2) Invest in every form of renewable energy, and provide tax incentives for wind, solar, geo-thermal, biomass, cellulosic and any other form of clean, home-grown energy; and

3) Prevent any price manipulation, or unfair practices in the world’s oil marketplace.

These three elements are the foundation for an independent energy future for America.  Drill for new oil in America;  Invest in renewable forms of energy; and Prevent energy price manipulation, everywhere in the world.

But our economy is still dependent upon fossil fuels and foreign sources of energy, and fortunately, oil is one of our nation’s most precious natural resources.  So, let’s make certain the more than 140 billion barrels of oil lying beneath our national boundaries and territorial waters is sold to Americans first.

 

In order to form a more perfect and independent nation, I urge my colleagues to vote Yes on H.R. 6515 The DRILL Act, which includes my bill entitled “Oil for Americans Act.”  

I thank you, Mr. Chairman, for including my bill in the DRILL Act we hope to pass during today’s deliberations.”

